
ST.LOUIS POST· DISPATCH Thurs., Dec. 22, 1W 
--- ---

McDonnell Douglas Ignores Health Hazards, Workers Charge ) 
ly Karen L. Koman 
CM .. ,_..~ ... 

Four won.era at a WcDouell 
Aircraft Co. p&ul llere •Y lbey are 
bet .. e1poeed to Ule poceaual lleaiUI 
buard of ubelloa, as well u to hunes 
aJWI IPIIII from vall of boWa& adds 
aJWI ctaemtc:ata. 

Tae employees at Bld&cM .. %7 -
lite compaay's laraetl paris 
m&.Dilfadvtll plaol - ..... IOUIIa1 
ttelp trom tM ot11ce of S.. Jollo C. 
Dutonl, ...... 'hey., a.puy 
otnclals rer.. 10 ~ uy 
lalecy pft' I • 

ne *aaft compur 11 JUt eltM 
We Dolutell Dou&Lu Cofll. 

Jo•D W. Meoefee. a macllloe 
l'e'flaif"'IIU, aytiUI W'IUI uae llelp of 
dalelil of cOer won.en. be bat 
COiniMied a 1• of about SO alety 
pi"'OIkms. Tile 1111 - alped by 
Wuefee IDd co-workers Bulcll 
H~&Pea. Gleno Spruell aod Doo 
Mcllllllter - was praeoted eu1&er 
~ week to compuy otnctaJa. 

McDoueU olftdall•y ~My ... we a 
aood recor4 •• ufety aod 
OCCUPIIIOIII •eali' IIIUU 

Spc+eemen Ray._.. A. Deffry aid 
1M compuy pllued &o ID~Ie 
llll CM'fll's'l, Mil 1M ...ad Ml 
en.:.. rpedftc:a. 

Tile four workers wbo came 
forward wta. uae comp&liall ay IIIey 
were IPUned by lllealll CDDCerDI IDd 
doo'l wa111 to be ~naded aa 
troublemUen. " .... ... t.as 
worUd al 1M ..... for~ I Jell, 
IUd. ..._ I lOIII ., ..,.. ...,rs 
lbeul ... f"lbl •• ..., .... 1M Ulal 
a ...... •OI'ItM ...... , ... DO( 111M:•• ......... ud OCMn b.ad 
"'""pllhU n•IIIIIIIJ &o * IIDJOD 
...., ...., II ... IIIII MIIID( DO 
ac:Uoa. 

DeNry raAd Weaefee lad been 
IUipeoded receolly for operauoa 
macbloery care&ellly. 

Dtllrkt U7 or lbe lotemaUonal 
ASIOCIIIIOD of WacbiDIIII and 
AerCJIPICe Workers repreaeoll aboul 
10,000 WcDouell employees, Tbe 
dlllr1d'r pres&ck•l. c-u Williams, 
IIWl be ... uoaware of uy poteollal 
...wt IWardlallM! plaDL 

ne 1t11 e1 ~-a~aep. tllllt 
......... .-4 lo ~ 1M lleem 

. ' · .. 

-. 

ptpes DO Ute celllq. bas burst out of lls 
p~ CIIAD& lo places and Is allo 
....... ID bl&blliOIDS, beaUD& ductl 
IDd oGer .,.... Expolure to ubellol 
caa ca1111 caecer. 

Muy of tbe oUter complaints 
lovolve laUI of acids - used to etcb 
metal - ud ~easing solventr at 
Ute plaGl Wonen conteod uaat Ute 
plaol'l euaut tyllems fuDdiOII 
poorly. ney •Y an add milt from tbe 
liiiiLs pe.,.._ Ute won.,., calliq 
DOiebleedl.llnlrtlftl ey-. beadlcMI 
and UDUI problema. 

They 1110 •Y IPllll from lbe IIDD 
bave beeo commoe. Tbe acid lnd 
oUter subllaoces are allowed to walt 
dowo storm rewen,lbey say. 

Menefee said be had constant 
001ebleeds and cougbed up mucus. ·u 
you bappeo to walk by ud lbe Wind Is 
blowlq Ule rtgbf way, II will aboul 
llnoclt you to your ltoees, ·11e •ld. 

But Deffrey, lhe McOoaoell 
spokeaman, said past lupedioal by 
lbe company'• aafety dlvlllon blld 
revealed no prob .. nw. He aald Ule 
worun were DOl llvtac -...e aystem· 

at lbe compaoy 1 tbaoce to won. No 
wrtaeo com_.. bat beeD ..,._ 
lb ..... CbaD ... ~ IUd. 

AnDe Forry~ leiUor anomey 11 
McDoooell, alcr tile compaoy 11 
·dedicated to eovlroomeotal 
compllaoce IDd beyODd tbal • Sbe 
said Ulal lbe federal OccupadoUI 
Safety lnd Heala ~ prabUiy 
would c:oedllduta.,.........ll6. 

A IPOUimU .... DulorG .ad lUI . 
bit 11a11 llere Nd up~ ., 
coacen to NcO.VII offtc:IMr IDd 
planed. to '•P laba 01 IIJ 
loveatt•Una 

Denver Holt, an Industrial 
hygienist and .upervllor In OSHA's 
beallb dlvllloe laere, said be bad 
lnve:stlpled aporadtc complaints at 
Bulldln& 27 lo 1M put but bad oever 
conducted a complete safety 
lnapecllon. Holl said OSHA offtclall 
h11d been al lbe planl lasl year to 
love:stlple a complalol about nol.se. 
Thai complalol •• UDIUbllanUated. 

Workers at BuUdtac 17 laid OSHA 
bad IDdlcaled tllal II could be weeks 
before lbe aeeDCJ would IDipecl lbe 
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plaol. Meoefee •ld ao wrl.._ lo IU ....,_ o1 Ute acid h.~ 
complallll laM Mel fUM ...._ II pl'lblem. 
mUll M 111M " IIlii •11rmron. no . -rile lleutqr jUit 8el eaaea • ..,. 
were IIDwUIIIil to do •· - or 1 brolnt l\llly ltUN aecs 00 tllea • 

Eacll of llll employees Wlao lac raid.. ·u maker you wo.cser ..... 
complalDed llad llll on lllllly of IIley (IU -.an) do&o peopa.. • 
.. ua prob&etniiDd....., coacens. 

Spruell, 1 ptpena. II McDoaDell Ms. Fonr IIAd tile COIDJIIIY waa 
for 10 yean,IIAd lac Mllllallltr all over look!q llfD 1M SpnaeU IDdteat. Sht llllr...,_. ........ ...aaa1•• •••• tlae cempuy frequellliJ 
we11 ill .......:"li'llr tw~nl111 .... caMwW ..,_ • .,,..,aDd :f. ror 
'-'•• . otMr pe!' rei Mardi IUC . .., ,....... ·• a .. ·r De my job ucl n.e compuy lid • : . 
1M beMIUI, W -IDIDI olllle .... _'·, A IMIIlll IDd safety orrtcllt ., .. 
lUI 10 • are lalGien':fe • lle-1114. Mc-..aell says lUI prota,tlv4 
"'We're crytq tor ulp.• • doDlq ... le.IPiraton are avaUable 

Spruell raid be once wu llAockecl for worUfl Wbo cleaD or fill til~ v .... 
uncouctcMal from tolic fumes ••l&e ud IUt-.ervtlon are r~~
claolq a vat cootalatq remDaDtr of for ~liMa aey are needed,. . 
cleanlq soiVeata. . ·MciUiaer'. wbo llu worked aa 1~ 

·a blacked out for 4S mlllutes,• be ,planl for tillite yean. Sllld be .... 
said. ·a know ~~ tllen are special coocened llloul tile blgb levels of 
~afety proceclui"ee ror cleaolq out dusa lnd Jllllllcles In the air Jrom 
vals like Ulal - but two yean later, cu1Uq.meldlpar1s. He said partk:les 
I'm still trylq to aet Ulem from my of metal btldtrttalecl bls eyes and ba.l 
supervisor.· becomeolodiiiiD blsskln. 

WcWaller, a macbane recaelrman, ·-:a ·wettt aouae aune, and slle miG, 
said cGnllalll .,..... .... wtlll beutftlil me ' lllel lb• would padually won. 
and otber peltl • ~es all.elled tllelr way out.•lle IIAd. 
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